7 


ons- 


S 
o 


= 
= 
S 


Da oamd 4 "gf _— —_—— 


_ 2. — <—_ _—_ SID A x — 


" S - ws > = — "= == — _ = = — _ —_ == : 7 = I 2 z - 
Se __——_ —_ A - £25 —— : ——— _— _ _ —_— X- —— SIE 


- — — —w—  <——_—_ oo - - ————d—_— — — — -——_—= Nm <—_—_ —_———_ — — 
P? L ; — PO = | 
"IF 
. 


a3 


» 


UBSCRIPTION 


S 


| 
| 


-enoinasbi 10. 


4 © 


 IOITULIDEA Ue | 


{ Conſiderations 


|SUBSCRIPTION, 


ABOUT 


Humbly Submirred co 


. 'The Lonvocatioy, 


ON BEHALF 


Of the Conformable Clergy- 


Wich fome Refleftions on the | 
' Subftription, made by our Differ 
ing Brethren. 


Py 
dE — © —_— > — 


LONDON, 
Printed'in the Year, 16 go. 


—— ”” SETAE IF , - 


— 


ts... il. 


* 


-» &* 


| 
; 
Li 


— EE SEE TI 


———w 2 


—_—_— 


"T WOUA. 


i.1AHIE AO 


" 
fs 


71.0064 


£911 na el It 


il -noipidbitnoD. 


aye MH. 2A, 


03 banimdu? vider 'H 


- oeaodnoR T7 | 


RIES © 
Nuts aldarmote Y') 2:f3 30 


| 93; ' aff” rn 2noffrots 2A Ot 301 T7 


mmm 


£ 


| 
z 


— AA AaM__ a as -\u0_© 


C4] 


_ ain —_—_ 


Conſiderations about Subſcription , bumbly 
ſubmitted to the Convocation on behalf of 
the conformable Clergy, GCC. 

a A Apprehenſions about the moſt convenient 

. time-for ſetling” a Firm and Laſting Union 2» 

mongſt Proteſtants, /and/ about what Condeſcentions 

are to be made by us in Order'thereunts ;' whether the 

Difſenters muſt in the Firſt place be conſulted, or 

whether without knowing their thoughts, we give 

them Terms, &«. Yet as to the Hnion it (elf,; there is 

a general readineſs on our Parts, and notwithſtanding 

the Warm Reflefions of the Author of Pox Cleri, it 

muſt be yielded that there are good Reaſons why the 

Convocation ſhould know, whether any thing leſs. than 

the ſabverting the Foundations of our Conſticution will 

ſatisfie the Diſſenters, and what that is ? 

The Convocation. is to Act the Part of a Wiſe , as 
well as Compaſſionate Phylitian, ..to heal if poſſible; the 
by the Diviſion ; and it is the Diſſenting, that isthe Sick 

B Party, 


Lrhough our Learned'Divines have different 
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[2] 
Party, which muſt be diſcourſed with before the Phy- 
ſieian car fafely Preſcribz. 

- tIr's wettknown what tmay be done by the Charch 
towards a Union, , but. whether what we, offer. will IS 
fe&tually reduce Dilſerters, we are not Jure.. 

Tho we'abound with choice Medicines, yer Wkne- 
ing an Ovietan, .we can. never kndW whether this or 
the other is moſt Proper, till the Nature of the Di- 
feaſe-be throughly underftood; and to.that end the 
firſt thing neteſlary is an enq enquiry after the Diſſencers 
thoughts, about what. ir is they Judge a —_ 
inks &. 1s that will relieve :themn.- 

- Bur however theſe things hue, what doth' more 
nearly touch the Church it felf, muſt in all: Debates in 
both Houſes of Convocation have the Preference. ' We 
mult neicher. Hurt nbc Neyle&t-our own Conſtitution ; 
nor mult the Chub in hopes of a Protiigals Return, lay 

..*. » aide thoſe Motherly Comp 

Biſhop boy of Women. hath for her Obedient Sons. © Whart- 
Inſp. ty. ever is offenſive 20) any 'of them; (des 
ſerves the rſt Confidetacion': Boirk Fa« 

Rionin the Chiech doch mote endanger it. than Exter- 
nal Oppokition: Secing then there have been Tome Un- 
happy Wranglings araongſt' our ſelves, ſuch- Odd Gon- 
celts;that we have hadwhe Iit-Enck of being Repreſenced 
ASA Suk divided iavo acleaſt rwo oppolire Parties,inro 


a 


[3] 
a tnore Moderate, and Violent one, ſay ſome, a 
Melanfthoian 2nd Calvinian, | as Door Heylin ; and 
as others Phraſe it, True Sons of the Charch., and 
Grindalizers, *ewiill be the chief care of the 'Con- 
vocation to/Heal this. Diſteraper. 

 \And- whereas there baye. been diflerent Opini- 
ons | about the Senſe, in which- we _ ſubſcribe, 
for.which the Di have oft bold Upbraided 
us,. £o Solve what is. matter. of a a it is the 
proper Work Ot ATA "TA to mako the firſt 
ſtep. 


"The in Coritiowtrlic among oft our folves i is, 
Whether our x fries be-expreſſive yok Aﬀent unto, 
and Belief of the Tragh--of every; ane of the Subſcribed 
Articles, or ouly.o1 Afſurare, == Are of Peace 
we 6 up pain; nor 

The: Learned. Chilimp bach AG his" Senti- 
ments thus : ** For. the..Ohurch | of-- Augloid I ant 
*perfwaded chat the conſtant Doctrine of it is ſo 
<« Puxe and Orthodox; that whoſoever believes ir, 
«29d lives according to it,” ſhall be undoubtedly 
Saved; { whichi is as nub: as: to: ſay, He believes 
Salvation may be had in our Church ] 

5, and chat there is Ho Error init, Preface tothe Author 
:which'may-neceflicate; cor wat. 2 94 GERT” as 
—_— 'Man to 'Difurb che; | 

| B 2 « Peace, 


[4] 
&« Peace, or Renaunce the Communion: of it. - | Te 
5 which He- adds ]'chis 1n,my ras is all iatend- 
«© ed by Subſcription. © 
. A Subſcription in this ſenſe may be without an 
Aſſent to every Article-as 'True , yea withithe: Be- 
lief chat ſome are Falſe'; if nor ſo- falſe' and Bxro- 
neous as to neceffitate or warrant a Mar: to. diſturb 
the Peace of the Church, and renounce its Com- 
i. Umunion. 1: Nor-doth-rhe”. Excel. 
Tyan if aLeter of): loin Arch-Biſhop Uſher look; on 


thong Hiſter _ all the 39 Articles to be receiy- 
the Sabbath. ed as Articles of Faith. -. © He 


. > *4 that- would have."every 
. « which is put into the- Articles of Religion (; road 4 
* on in the Synod for the avoiding diverſity 0 of Opinion 

" « and for the maintainance of Peace, and Uniformity - in 

« the Church ) 'to-be held: for an Article of | the Faith, 

*« ſhould do well to:rell us; whether he has as: yet 

<« 2droitred the Book "of the Ordination of Biſhops and 

« the two Volumes of Homilies into his Creed ; for 

<« ſure I am He ſhall find theſe received in che Arti- 

« cles of Religion agreed: upon in the - Synod held 
* at London 1562. 

The Learned Primate doth in this 

wx _— place ſay enough to Eſtabliſh that di- 

_* ſtinRtion of ſubſcibing/to;the  Auci- 

cles, 


[5] 
cles, as Articles.of Peace, and not-as Articles of Faith, 
which by bis moſt Learned Succeſſor Arch-Biſhop 
Bramball, is more fully explained. © © We do 'noc 
<< (Gith.he.) ſuffer any Man to reje& the 239 Arti- 
-+ cles:of the Church of England at” his pleaſure, yet 
<« neither do; we look upon then as Eſſentials'of 
« Saving Faith, or Legacies of Chrift, and of his 4po- 
« files: But in a mean, as Pious Opinions fitted for 
& the Preſervation of. Unity ; NEITHER DO- WE 
£ OBLIGE"ANY:MAN:TO'BELIEVE:' THEM, 
« BUT ONLY NOT TO CONTRADICT 
If che. Injundtion of Subſcription be only thus, 
"will afford greateale to the minds of many wor- 
thy. Divines . of . our Church, *cwill remove the 
Bone of Contention., that hath been amongſt our 
elves, , arid for ever prevent the Difſenters reproath- 
ing us for ſubſcribing'in a ſence we do net believe 
to be good. 
But that this is the ſence of: the Charch , doth 
not yet. appear by any . thing. ſhe hath declared)”; 
and, as there are many Learned Men for this ſence, 
ſo there are many as Learned of the contrary Opi- 
nion. _. - | = LI 
The Learned Doctor Stillingfleet, now Biſhop of 
Worceſter, in his Propoſals for Union, ſuppoſeth 
the 


T6) 
the Subſcription to-be Abſolute, "and: offereth as an 
' . Expedientto accommodate.the Diffe- 
preface zo the. rence, .a Mitigation as to. the 'manner 
-loe-peg 4 ad Subſcription., which he _ ſuppaſeth 
| be done by an Abſalute Subſcrip- 
tion to all thoſe Articles, which iconcera the Doftrme 
of. the true Chriſtian Faith, and "Ty the Sacraments, 
and a falewm Promiſe wider their or Subſcription 
«of PeaceableiSubmiſſion , as to the reſt, {o as'not to 
oppoſe, 'or icontradif# them, either. in . Preaching, or 
Writing. 
The Mitigation, as to the maner of Subſcription, 
is by making .the Subſcription in the. lame ſence 
Arch-Biſhop Bramball doth rake our Subſcription at 
this time to be, but this great Perſoa by-offeringit as 
an Expedient far the Diſſenters relief, muſt look on 
our Subſcription as. Abſolute to.allthe Antcles, which 
muſt therefore be received as True, and: the Tirle 
given theſe Articles declare the ſame, in ſaying, that 
they were Agreed, upon for the avoiding of nn of 
Opinions, which cannot be, it notwithſtanding 
Subſcription, Men may conſiſtently SR con- 
tirue to be of divers Opinions. Beſides, King, James 
the Firſt, in his Declaration ſet before the Articles, is 
polite; that « no Man hereafter ſhall either Princ, 
« or Preach, to draw the Anticle' alide any way, bur 


« ſhall 


C2] 


« (hall fabmit-to 4 in the plain and: full meaning thereof ;- 


«* and ſhall NOT, PUT/HIS-OWN SENSE, or 
* COMMENT to be the weaning of the Article, but 
« ſhall-take jt in the Literal and Grawmaticel ſenſe. And 
my Lord Chief Juſtice Coke Reparts:, that the 
Judges of the Kings-Beixch -would not- admit'6f a 
Subſcription with this Addition, | ſo far as agreeable to 
the Word of. God, and La» of the: Land, } becaufS it 
contradicted the -end of the Injun&ion,.. which was 
to prevent Diyerſicies of Opinion. 

Moreover, according to the common - uſage of 
the word. | Subſcribe ] it {ignifies Afſent and Corfent 
tnto ; Allowarice, and Aprobation of what is Subſcrib- 
on ar 

Thus in the Ancient Councils, the Fathers expreſ- 
ſed their Aﬀſent, Mlowaxe, or Confirmatimm, by ſub- 
{cribing their Names and 4ffixing the Sign of the 
Groſs. In Charters of Donations of Lands and Grants 
of Priviledges uato Abies, or Convents, our Kings, 
Nohles , and Biſhops Subſcribed, and with. them 
Subſcripſt, Confenſi, Favi, Confirmavi, 8c. were Terms 
Aquipollent; and Anciently the Competentes to ex- 
preſs rheir conſenting to Baptiſm and Chriſtian Re- 
lipion Subſcribed their Names and were therefore 

| l 
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[8] 
; Tris a generally received Opinion, that whethet 
the Subſcriber doth expreſly mention the words 4/- 
ſent, Conſent, Allowance, or Approbation, or not, their 
meaning is included in the Subſcription, which is 
but a:Declaration thereof. I 
. The great end of Subſcriptions'to Articles of Re- 
ligion is to ſecure Truth, as well as Peace amongſt 
Chifſtians,and the Subſcription imports Aſſent unco, 
and Allowance of the Article as True. 
Subſcription ( ſaich our great Ca- 
Du#. Dubit, lib, {uiſt, the Learned Biſhop Taylor ) 
C $4 KY ' _ . is undoubtedly an Atteſtation, or ſignt- 
fication of Aſlent , Allowance and 
Approbation. © Whoever ſubſcribes, He doth aftually 
« approve of the Articles over-written, that he does at 
© that time believe them to be ſuch as it is faid they are ; 
* TRUE, if they only ſay they are True ; Hſefull, 
© if they pretend alſo to Hefulich; Neceſſary, if it 
« be affirmed that they are Neceſſary. the Sub- 
« {criber believes not this, he by Hypocriſie ſerves 
« the ends of. Publick Peace, and his own Prefer- 
* ment, 
* To the enquiry, whether it can be Lawful for 
* any Man to Cublcribe what he doth not believe 
* to be True, giving his Hand to Publick Peace 
* and keeping his Conſcience for God ; The 


Biſhop 


7 .- BY 

tals 1s, EIN is eafie, "if Subſcrip- 

© tion nifie App rbbacion'* for-in that cafe ris 
« FBpocoofi and 'a denyirig to confeſs wich the 
«Mouth what we. believe ſi the Fleart. In 

« Subſcription to Articles#bF 'Conkeſſion, or ,Cen- 
« fare of Propoſitions Xs Heretical,, every Ettleſi I- 
« aftick doth it for himſelf, 'and if he Aﬀeac n6r, 
« nor Conſents, he muſt by ſubfcribi Declare 
«he doth:.- Let: the Articles'be' made with as 
« oreat Latitude' of ſenſe 'as they can, and ſo'rhat 
« Subſcriptions be made to Forms of Words, let 
« the ſubſcribers \underſtand* them'iin what ſenſe 
« chey pleaſe; - whick the Truck? of God will ſuffer, 
« znd the words can be eapable-" Fhis is the Liſt 
« Remedy, but the worſt ir hath ire it ſomething 
© of Craft, 'whit * very little” of and if it 
© cart exverths= cds of Pelce;! oriof External 
< Chatity,it Gitiior ſerve the eds Of Tre, "Fblinef 

<« 2nd Chriſtian Simplicity. 

If (the Words 'admit of- vithoas Senſes; ſome 
Trvs; fame Falle, the Queſtioi made by the Sub- 
ſcriber mult be, what is the Impoſers ſenſe, for to 
that by ſubſcribing we Aﬀent.”' If the Intention of 
the SUPERIOR b» to require=-our 'Aſſent to be- teſti- 
by Snbſoription 3; he the ſubſeribes doth- Profels 
Aﬀent ; 'and whatever he' thinks himſelf; it is 

C the 


[ 39, ] 
the -intention. of the .Impoler; that 
Subſcription: He. that Subſcribes mn it, to 
choſe purpoſes, .aud in that (cnſe, and {i gnifi- 
cation of things,, which the: Seger Powe in- 
GA in, his Commanding it. I 
 Thele Reaſonings, appear t0.1wany, Wile, and 
Good Mea of, our Church very convincing who 


cheir ſubſcriptions with che common 
npiring Impoles, are ſtartled; and. at a los 
what ta think. or, lay of .it; on mhich occahon ſome 
Men , whoſe Zeal hath by far exceeded their 
Judgments, have,been | t00 iatemperate in Refle- 
ingon oae-another;, al which RefleQions, for che 
Gke of the Qhurches Peace, we wiſh may be Ecer- 
nally Buried in Oblivion. , _ - --- 

Ve will cherefpragnly, mention What, is pragter 
of GRIEF.ta, ſome. -judicigus, andgaod, Men, of 
our: Communidn, for-on this a<count leveral when 
they fixedly confider that theix fabſcription is the 
atteſtation of ,Aﬀſers yatg every; thig they ſub- 
ſexe are gready aft! in tho thoughts abor 


& A are ſorve,who by their Subſcription tothe 4 
Controverted Articles,iatend no more than a ſolemn 
Promale, of Peaceable Sabilfon, notdetermiaing one 
way of aches about the Difference there is between 


a 


Cr] 
2 Bifhop and 4 Presbyter. fam ſabſcribed 
the Articles, ' yer Hen rea 'xo0k. ov of Order- 
" Biſhops, Priefls and Deacons (as ArchiBiſhop Mſher 
ſerves Yin their Creed,nor did they think chemlelyes 
by their Subſcription obliged to-a ſtrict, Rigorous 
and econftarit 'obſervation''of every Ceremony , 
&c. There are others no 'way Inferiour to theſe 
for Learning,” or Integrity, who, tho they have 
no ſcruple aboiir tmarrers- of Church Government, 
or Ceremony,” have as many concerning Points of 
anether Nature, to which they ſubſcribe in Cbillgs 
worths arid Brambals ſenſe. = | | 
Theſe Perſons by Preaching, Printing, or other- 
wiſe will never contradiet,-or oppoſe the fcrupled 
| Articles, bur cannot bear the thoughts, thar their 
Subſcription ſignifie their Aſſent unco them 25- True. 
I will only 'Inftatice'in' one'or two: - | 
Art. 8. *The three Creeds, Nxe-Creed, Athana- 
© fius's Creed, and that which is c@mmonly called 
«* the Apoſtles Creed, ought throughty ro” be received 
*-and believed. | ft 
Theſe words | THROUGHLY to be received 
and believed 7] ſeem to ſignif nothing leſs than that 
every Part, Branch, Article arid Clanſe of every 
one of theſe three Creeds' muſt *be 'received and 
believed, fo that alrhongh the Word Believe is -_ 
C 2 et 


C12] 
ſer before eyery Article in any one Creed,. yet /as 
the Learned Biſhop Pearſon Oblerves, 

"a: Creed * This Word | I Believe. ] is not to be. 
: © imagined; to ſtand only where it. is 
xpreſſed, but ta be carried; through the whole 

by i of the Confeflion, for, tho.it be but ewice 
« :Qually Rehearſed | in the Apoſtles Creed, ] yer 
< muſt we conceive it; virtually prefixed. to the 
< Head of every Article; Neither is it to be 
«joyned with every compleat Article only, but 
« where any Article is not-a ſingle Verity, but 
* comprehenſive, there it is to be looked upon as 
<< affixed to.every Part, or ſingle Truth;contained 
*in that Article, ſo that this Credo: rightly 
« confidered mulciplieth it ſelf to no leſs than a 
<« double number of the; Articles, and will be found 
« ar leaſt twenty four -times.in the. CREED., .. | 
What 'this Reverend Prelate, to the great ſatis» 
fa&tion of our@hurch, ſaith of the Apoſtles Creed, 
may for the. ſame reaſon be ſpoken of the Athana- 
ſian, and until che Church declares ocherwiſe. we 
muſt take the Minatory Clauſes for Parts of the 
Creed, eſpecially it is in the very Body of the 
Creed it (elf, | He therefore that vil be ſarved muſt 
think THUS of the Triity.'] For this Clauſe, as e- 
very other Part in the wy of the Creed, is every 
way 


[63] 
way guarded with a Mumtary: Sentence. The begin 

ys ofche Creed is thus;[*VFhofarver will be [aved, before 
all thmgs it is neceſſary; that: he hold the Catholick Faith ; 
which Faith, O's every bne do-keep Whole and Unde- 
lad,” without doubt he [Þull.'Perifheviriaſtinely, Þ Then 
[2 hs ried of/ che Tha hi Vera *f. 
and inthe xlofe of the Creed iris [This #s the C4 al 
tholick. Fath, 'which except a JM believe — 4h 
he canndi-be; Jordi P, : þ| 
\Barwetn theſe, ind pluſes int the Bodpof'the bat 
Cregd, .comes.in this, ' Viz; [/boerves will be ous ik 
nnd ink THILS of he Tring] "1 
00 then, cal :x6dl1 t how __ this Mikao n k 


woke = nh cheity —_— theſar lan 
== it, to _—_ we ſubſcribe 


the Trinity, whoever thiaks not of it as tan EX- 
preſſed; gannor be faved} and we-bySubſcripticn to 
this Berle approye/ot-chis Damning dlaufe ; which 


[44 ] 
Fe en Hawes ng: move: _ Gaies 
defire calc. it this marter'3\ign! Tag. 32+ 
declares that he. thinks ir” nor:necellary to Cn 
that every Mab -ſhould:.believe,: = Article: of 
tbe Proeſſion'of. \the-Floly.Ghoff\ wwkictþ yer is"in, this 
Creed; and by another Amicle:nearGit, Whoever 
will be ſaved | muſt ' believe the Proceſſion, and 
every other particular of this Cxeed .concerni 
the Trinity, whereby I am afraid our\ſevert will 
light| not'only on:the Greek Church, bizon Thouſands 
of our own Communion," who, chouphthey are not 
Antitrinitarians, for they believe nGod the Father,God 
the Son, and God: Holy: Gholt,. donot under- 
Rand! the 7-95 ETA abour-the Proceſſion ; not 
ſome other p in Atbanafass his exp lications, - 
Whatever Lobe Lanknde af from the perplexi- 
ries occaſioned by his: Article\umto. 'otherb of out 
Church, | who: have meticed greacly''of * Her; can- 
not bur' meve a compaſſionate Convocation -to 
offer lomewhat for their Relict. | 


Article:1 8. Of Obt aining Svaim as by th 
' Name of Chrif. 


1 They alſo ate to be bad ACCURSED, that 
< ptelume to ſay, that every Man fball be ſaved 
© by 


_— 
* by the haw, -or. Sewhidi! he grofelſeth, fo 
& that he be diligem to; frame his Life according 
«© ro'that Law, and the. Light of Nature. - For - 
« Holy Scripture doth ſer our unto us, only! the 
© NAME.; of Je ; witTeby Men mult 
<« be laved.-- 


Pri? 


 Asto this Aekcle i: is add certain, 3 nt 
the Exelh Geary, Ibo baye: had their Education 
1,and; arg, Men, gf great-Learaing, 
good ſenſe and Sobtiety , there are thany worthy 
Perſons , > -omnak road too refrained 
thoughts Maxi Nathre; bic - are; ; of 
Qpinion, -thatofuch'as Live: Sith; the: Law,, ſhall 
be Judged withour the Low, that every one Fear- 
ing God, - working Ri s in what Nation ſo- 
eve ſale mags of Gndgbatibe Eff caciouYeytue of 
 Chrifts Death a bf lmtger i exent.r than; the Anowirdes , of 
hu Naw, \gngithat wote wve- aved * him, than expli- 
citly believe inypim.;; Belides re ſome great Dis 
ain Reered Ones abroad a5\ well, as 
a our Qs kpion, whoſe Charicy cancigt be 
withif, the harrow Lirnits of Calv:- 
bit Rigox.; - . Theſe think charicably of ſore Hea- 
thens, of a S$99:ateh, em dmonine,-a Cicero, 8c. whole 
Morals inkaiely; exceed; choſe of ſome Cenfotious 
and Debauchet Chriſtians]: whom at their Funes 
rals we pronounce Bleſſed. Buc 
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- But by a tric ſbbſer? we muſt tot oaly 
curſe the Heachen, but'll otir Gentty, and Fby 
as well as- our own Divides, 'who hope "rel of 
the Hearhen. [1 "0b $2QHE | vio 
| There Kach been ad EvielldGGer" of 
Pag. 13, 14. this given by a very worthy'Petfon, 
a Miniſter in - the Country vin'+ his 
Letter-to'a Member -of- che Convocation) "%ndiIt 
is done: with” tnueh' Warineſs ahd. Ciuti On; hd 
it's hoped 'ewill / meet with # faiter \entercairi- 
ment than Vox Cleri Ew iven/ it, - but leſt 
through the Diſtewpe of 'ra e Men, ie'ſhowld 
fail: af the- Armen t's- thoiight evefaty 
tro ſend this Humble. too after ic, 1.217 
I know it's 2 very render Point, and: we by: 
ing-'ja \a'very' Quetulou Age, FRY Reaſvii for” A 
more Geitle *Hay by is"the Re | Bow 
ever, ſeeing our 'greareſt da in tich+ 
lar was - Fogph, eo ariſe pe kong of 
our Diſſenting ' Brethren, hs tow /are' 2s: deep 
ly Plunged into Perpletieies of 'this'Natiire "as 
molt ſcrupulous ſubſcriber of our"own Comranni- 
on , the chief, -it not only. Reaſon againſt our ap- 
pamingitr Relic in this rmacrer, is over, - 12 5 
Our Diſlenring g Brethier-have' been very ſerene 
pon us, canoes as'as thongh our ſubſcriptions had 
\', © been 


' Accu a. a. LETS 
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been nnconſcionably Raſh, becauſe they) were to 
Articles, which we could not take into our: Creed; 
and ſubſcribed unto them only as unto Articles of 
Peace and Concord : To this diſtin&tion their 
moſt Learned Defender hath given many an an- 

gry Anſwer,and very lately in his Engliſh Non- + 
conformity thus writes of it: *© Some Brains will *'#7” 
« be cheated with a meer Noiſe of Werds, | as 
« Birds with a Whiſtle : We deny not but Peace 
<«« is one of the ends of the' Impoſitions : But 
« the Queſtion is; what are' the means, or whes 
« ther they will take it' for-Conformity to Pro- 
<« miſe {4 will - liroe. Peaceably } - or {I Aſſent' 1 
* ſhould live in Peace]. Ate'you not bound in Or- 
« der to Peace to 4ſſent, and Conſent to all things 
&« in the Books? Say [1 Aſſent that ſome” things - are 
&« True and Good , | and ſome. things Falſe and Bad, 
&« which yet for Peace I will uſe ] and Try how 

<« it will be taken. + | 

To whom I Anſwer, 1. That according to 
your own: Doftrine, if the Church ;' that con- 
 tinues the Impoſition, allows 'of our | Diſtin&tion 
it is good', and though the whole ſtrength of 
our great Book turn on this Hinge, it imme- 
diately dwindles into nothing. And lecing the 
Church hath -not been unacquainted with the Opi- 
D nion 


— —Cne——_—— ee De - 


oo, 


arena, 2nd 


njog- of, Ghillingworth) U 
that their Opinion-isc by marry _ 
Divihes: amongſt-our Clergy yen we \not Pre- 
ſame that the Churches rh in the matter 
an; Allowance. : I am - per{waded-. that: there are 
many Honeſt arid Worthy Perſons] ſome of 'your 
own Friends efpecially, "whe: {craple' 'the "wg 
monies more-than any —— who take thus 
much for'granted. !- -  : 
If you! Thy thiy:ave miſtaken, thou "rm 
be poſitive , Tam afraid: fo too; and therefore 
preſs for ſome Redreis. However, when you paſs 
Cenſfiire | on | them," you mult remember thar'it's 
n6t for-an Aquivocal Subſcription, but cheir miſtaking 
che Churches Sence, But 2: you,” and your Party, 
_ Brother, of all Men in the Word, fince 
r own; Subſcription ſhould not complain of 
ours. Your: Caſe 'and ours is now the ſame. 
Though we have run farther than you by our 
Subſcription , yet you have followed vs 'in the 
fame” Path, and have fallen on ſome of the ſame 
Rocks, and 'have got a great way ' within the 
ſame Labyrinth and need as much the help of 
the Convocation and Parliament to extricate your 
4elves as any of our Communion do. 


L ok, 
1 will;endeaygur to clear es, 
auch by making| lome Ref &= \ 'R'B«S 6 of the Sub- 


eribed Article 
ions on two or three of your _ ſend Pp. 2 ®x 


Subſcribed Articles. - ,*©.4rts 3. - 

«<HE WENT DOWN INTOHELL } charis, 
© into Hades, the, State of ſeparated Souls : Of 
« which: See Arch- Biſhop pers Anſwer to the 


Jeſuits. 1) va {1 21.) 
{This Arcicle you cannot A 
Expoſition, 1and, your Bxpoſuioaſuch-as makes your 


ſenſe more doubtful For chough by - Hell you 
ondeeſions Fiaive: by which, you mean, ,the State 

ated Souls; yer 16.45, 48, delivered. by Arch- 
Bi op Uſher, who gives ach diffexege: accounts 


of the ſignification of Hades, that we canngt tell 


bur by Hell you inay. intend Fleaven ;, for. Flades 
as it. ituports the State of ſeparate Souls is by ſome 
in er. uſed to lignifie Heaven, 

In the Eccleſiaſtical U& of 

the Word, Hell ( faith Uſher)" dafmr ratled the Feſuite 
is extended to expreſs the Greek» - Fama 916,” 
Hades , and the Latin Difers, 

and whatſoever, is contained iinder them, and ſo 
ſignifies the placeiof all the Dead in common, and 
not of the Wicked only. -— © Now as the com- 
* mon condition of the Dead is conſiderable three 


D 2 * manner 
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© manner of ways , either ia reſpe& of the Body ſepa- 
* rated from the Soul, or of the Soul ſeparated from the 
* Bady.; or of the WHOLE, MAN indefinitely 
& conſidered in this State of ſeparation : So do 
*« we find the word Hades to: be applied by the 
&« Antient Greek interpreters of the 01d Teſtament to. 
* the common tate and place of the Body ſe- 
« yered from the Soul : By the Heathen Greeks, 
© to the commor ſtate and'place of the Soul ſe- 
© yered from the Body, and' by both of them' to 
« the common ſtate of the Dead. 
*-> But you in your Expoſition terminating your ſenſe 
/ - \. tothe ſtateof ſeparate Souls asexplicated by 
P- 3% the Arch-Biſhop ; we will ſee what it is 
that he ſaith of itz and it is thus, © With Forreign Au- 
*« thors the word Hades ſignifies ordinarily the Common 
<« Lodge of Souls ſeparated from their Bodies, whether 
« the particular Place aſſigned unto each of them be con- 
& ceived to be an Habitation of BLISS, or of MISE- 
$,- RY. —Toheap up many Teſtimonies our 
P- 3+ of : Heathen Authors to prove that in their 
« underſtanding, All.Souls went to Hades, 8 received 
there either PUNISHMENT, or REWARD, ac- 
cording - to 'the Life they lived in this World; 
would. be bur a needleſs. work, ——— * If any 
« Man deſire to inform himſelf herein, be may 
| © re- 
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« repair to Plutarchs Confolatory Diſcourſe writ-- 
© ten to: pollonizs,” where: he ſhall find the Te- 
©« ftimonies of Pindarus , and many others, alled- 
« goed touching the State of the Godly in HADES: 
Thus the word Hell imports as much as Hades, 
and Hades is the place of ſeparate Souls ; whether in 
Bliſs, or Miſery, but whether you mean by Hell 
the place of Miſey, or Bliſs, is not clear. - It's pro- 
bable, that as| ſome Papiſts by Paradiſe, which is 
the third Heaven, underſtand Hell, ſo by Hell (as 
Doctor Biſhop falſely chargeth the generality of 
Proteſtants, ) you really intend Heaven. 
| Maſter Brovghton (as the Arch-Biſhopintimates ) 
has been too forward in owning this Opinion, 
which yet he might Defend, as what the words 
will bear, for Heaven it ſelf may be comprized 
within the Notion of Haas, and KeareaSeay, which 15 
rendred Deſcend, though Ten times.uſed- in the Afb 
of the Apoſtles, yet in none of all theſe places ſig- 
nifieth any Deſceriding from a Eltgher place iinto-a 
Lower, but removing ſimply from one place 'to 
another. —- I omit the Phraſes of Deſcending 
in Prelium, in Forum, in Campum , in Amicitian, in 
Cauſam,, 8&c. 1 $6 far the Arch-Biſhop. ' ''/ 
But though. the Greek-in. the Apoſtles Creed 
will- bear this ſenſe: yet the Article being in” Bu- 


gliſh 
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glifh, unleſs by |; Deſcending | we may underſtarid 
[- Aſcending ard by || Hell” | we'may underſtand 
| Heaven,. | *ewill not be eafte for you to: faſten 
thip ſenſe on: the words ; - or to corge . more cloſe 
to yaur. own. way ,of {peaking j we may return 
your own Argumentupon you. If by { went down] 
you mean | not went down] and if by £ Hell 7 you 
mean',f net-Hell], we: muſt better\know what y 
mean before we Jubſtribe.in your ſenſe, elſe'you 
may make' it lawful to: ſubſcribeito any thing in 
the World, and ſay you mean better than you 
ſpeak. wot ar boron! vilcol 20y { n8315017! 
"Tha I rake you right appearsithus* When-you 
ſpeak by way of Explication,' that. by Hell you 
mean the State-of ſeparate Souls, all know:that thoſe 
Soulsthus ſeparated, muſt be Lodged ſomewhere, 
chey\njaſt be eicher in Heavin,or-in Helljor ih Limbs, 
or in Purgatory; and (eeing 'twould be the greateſt 
abuſe to lafinuare, that youhold any. other Place af 
ter this Life than Heaven, ' and Hell,” you muſt be- 
lieve that as ſoon as Chrift's Soul was ſeparated from 
His Body it went ſomewhere, it mnft be'to one 
of thele ' places. bo} ah * 

If you had-been'| of Qpinion that - it - went 'to 
Hell, there had been no need of any' Expoſition ; 
your Naked ſubſcription, as unto an Article of Faith, 
wou'd 


[23] 
wou'd import ſo much:: The words are. plain, \[2o- 
ing dowin qnto: Hell, Dafcended into Fell, all -know 
what :[going\down ]meaneth, and all take" ['Helt] to 
fignifie the place of the Damned. Thus it ſignified 
in Edward che Sixth his Days, a5 appeats by the ad- 
ditional Clauſe, x | Far bag: Body .lay in the-Grawt:till 
the Reſurreftion, but his Soul being ſeparate front bis 
Body remained with the Spirits, which were detained in 
Priſot:; ! that. 48.to;ſay, im{Hell, and there Preached uns 
to them, as witneſfeth thdt "Place of 'PB/TER, y fo that 
the Words 'of oor Article in Edward the Sixth's time 
were expreſlive of the Deſcent of Chriſts Soul - into 
Hell, which, being retained by us ill, mult 
be | ſuppoſed BOIL v3: i 

* Same [enle. The leavin * In the 5y in the days 
cur ths Glaſs, only ſhove RL, 
eth; that 'we are not bound. in Force., deliver the 
ro believe that Chriſt wenr un nn ! 2 
into Hell co Preach : But as plication , or Reference 
} Doctor Feld, as thorougha =. aggro cw 
Proteſtant, as any Diflenter "2 poſe. of tbe Creed, 
in England tells us: The: i, E9-4- p.226.- 
«end of Chriſts going down 0 2 Goo * 
« into the Hell of the Damned 

«* was only to faſten Condemnation to the Devils, 
an] 


[24] 
-®" Another O inion bath ob- = *andhis Angels op #Triunph 
' +; $ained; clpecially in our... over (the Printipaliries of 
| Shes Chrif Defended « Darkneſs, ito .” ck us 


into Hell, wa: zo 7i- © from being ſurprized by 
rptino en, wil © them, andto prevent our 
| their own \ Dominion, . © going thither, / not to fetch 
, 2hup. Parton why fap, \ cx back: any that were there al- 
md See B. Bilſ, p. << ready. 

\Buc char Chriſt Deſcend- 
<d into the Hell of the Damned was generally 
received by Proteſtants,” is a this Doctor : 
And that others of our Church are of another Opi- 
nion I grant; but then..it:doth the more. ſtrongly 
infer the neceſlity - our Church lieth under-of. De- 
claring her ſenſe: of ic; and that (until thus much 
be done, the ſafeſt way of Subſcriprion is as Chil- 
lingworth, Upper, and Bramball,afhrm ic tobe. How- 
ever, ler the Subſcription be after what manner ſoe- 
ver,itis manifeſt,that this Reverend Nonconforming 
Brother can never Subſcribe this one Article in his 
expounded ſenſe more honeſtly than we ſubſcribe 
all & the reft:  : And that notwithſtanding his feveri- 
ty againſt us for ſubſcribing the 4 Controverted Ar- 
ticles, the Liturgy, Cc, it's not over difficult to run 
bim and his Brethren to the ſame ſtraits for ſubſcrib- 
ing 36, which he.thinks he hath driven us unto, 


by 
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by reaſon pf ourarger fubſcrigition : We find as 
many Perplexities in thoſe Articles they ſubſcribe, 
as they can ſhew vs'in any they refuſe ; 7 nd even 
in this one Article 1;doubt. not but the more Learn- 
ed and thoughtful amongſt''that' Party, will ſee 


enough to Perplesx he Learn- 
ed Arch-Diſhep was of Opinion that it oe” 
was too mg ;, © To'ſpeak the I 


<4.Truth (Gibbeditica thame above the reach of 
« the common People toenter into the Diſcuſſion 
<« of the full meaning of this Point of the Deſcen- 
« flor into Hell ; ——— He therefore leaves it to 
«'be confidered by the Learned, whether any ſuch 
« Controverted matter, may ficly be broughe in, 


« to:expound. the Rule'of Baich hee which being 


*commion both tothe Grear and Small Ones in the 
« Church; -muft 'contin} ſich vetiries orily' a5 are 
6 enerally agreed upon by the*common- conſent 
<« of alt True Chriſtians. 

Artic-4. © a his Body with Fleſh 
«and'Bones, and! all -appertaining to- the 
« Perfection of Man's Nature , wherewith He 

© Aſcended into Heaven and there ficceth, &c. 

' - The: words of this Artiele) are Plain, and oafis 
engugh. tobe. underfiood,. for - what can [ Fleſh, 
_— and all things A” Hed to the \Perfeftion of 

Man's 


- ewes -© -  woe— wr 


\ 
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[267] 
Mas'; :Natyre | import des 1 ds 
School term.) we call ,/ and! Bones, 
and it's as clear that Lheevih Fvay: Aſcended into 
Heaven and there be ſitteth,3/ſo.thie there. s:noineed 
af \ajy; Fxxpaſuion of this Article; whetg ich Senſe [is 
ſo evident we may. inartiediately declare our' Afent, 
oe Diſſent * And this. Revetend Brother _ of 
Explicaring | it,” Wtitez/aconfuragion of i, © 

o It yous Profactyou ret us, that inlSadfribe em: 
2nd: "thatiy9u wyy not be NeccaldqatipBallri feb 
ſcribinge you bere tell all; whom:it may tomrern 
you kde {4nd: the: word | which—you, Subſcribe 1: And 
undexjhis Artide, which-lhcaks; of forinal»Fleſh, 
3nd Bones-you/affure us; thar the Bady '0fChiift 
now in! Feqyen is not the famething which we call formal- 
ly Fleſh, -and' Bonds, — therefore 
malt bejttehis ſenſe by LF you mean [et Fleſh] 
by [Benes} you: mean; (vet nt ery" Subfcribe 
to this Part of the Article that.Reſh,” and Bdnes : are 
in Heayen : Whether apy of our Chbtch/everidid, 
or ca Suſcribe in! a larger lenſb, _ the! World 
Judge: 16/1 nM 1 

Artic, 6, *<Tp the name of chb Holy | Scripwures] 
* we underſtand - thoſe: Qanorichl : hr the 
* Md 2nd: NeW! Teftameriogoob NY Was 
**NEVER. ay doubt wr — tu ba 

Theſs 


| F227] 
t Theſe wordsare a5.Exdhuſtre a55he it of Man cath 
laych44;What Books ſoovertherefore, of whole Aw 
thority there hath been any doubt in the Church, 
are. by his Article” ſhut. ay the Number of 
Canenice Scriptures); and: yet-to this Atricle this 
Revetcad Brother dochchus tublribe. 
_. *©, Expol.-;Nit excluding the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; 
© James, 2 Peter, Jude, 2.and 3 John, Revelation, 
& which di-vers Chuxches Jong doubted 
This: Article excludes. from the Canon. all thoſe 
Books of whole; Authoricy there have been any doubt 
in.' the Church ; wv ny ſubſcribe in a. ſcale, 
which! excludes not every; fuch Book, ſo that by 
ENe-wer] you'mean proc Never] arid in this ſenſe ſub- 
faribes |. 5! ot 


If it be ſaid that all our dothe ſame, 1 
anſwer, we. do tot by ſubſcrigtion/ſſewt to every 
Azticle, we only Promile not to'contradidt. them, 
waiting forthe time in which the Church will Eta» 

hour ſnl ot {6me;other way give caſe to the 
ſcriber But this worthy |Perſos 


ſe. our 
diftinftion and. ſublciibes himſelf -ve bf filly by 
pitting! this Woaſe __ conttadietious fonſe on _ 


gs give maky cchedllifiances of this News; 
bee theſe are enough, and Yer Luaaorforbeat, 2c 


; ding | 


— - 


Shag obs becauſe this great'Man hath (aid 
ſo much againfbir, and yer unawares ſubſcribed un- 
to it wichout an Expoſition. 
-. The ich Poine .of eur Non- 

| 0; © conformity he) a New 

= ' *.-« Articleof Arg inthele words, in 

< the Rubrick which wemult pto- 

< feſs 4fſent and Conſent unto [it is certain bythe Word of 
Ged, that Children, which are Baptized,” aid Dying be- 
fore they Commit aftual Sin, are undoubtedly Saved ; This 
is a New Article, never made for us before 1662. 

But wherein doth the New Article differ from this 
Aſrtion' # That "Infants being Baprized/ and Dyin 
m their Infancy are by Chriſt avi waſhed from their: 
Sins, brought to Gods Favour, _—_— ___ bis Children, and: 


Inheriters - f bis Kingdom of 20 

Both theſe: Aus 2x ak 'of "or hfals Baptized, and: 
that bndefoutely, andof To Dying incheir lafancy, or 
which is the ſame, before aRual Sin is committed; 
and being waſhed from their Sins by Chriſt's Blood, 
brought 6 Gods Bavork made his Children, Arie) 
Inheritors of his Kingdom. of Heaven, To 
much as that they ſhalt be-undoubcedly ſaved;thels; 
ſeveral expreſſions are a full Deſcription of. Salv4s. 
_ tionsI can (ee then no/differencede re betweenthble 
ewo Articles, and hobw' New foever the _ 


[29] 
be the latter is as Old as theHomilies of our Church, 
which our Clergy have ſubſcribed above an Hun- 
dred Years. And if we conſider in what Hmily 
ehis Article is,and for what reaſon it is there inſerted, 
Fam indlined to think, chat on an enquiry this Re- 
verend-Perſon, and che Diſſenting Mioiſters will be 
found to-have really {ubſcribed ir. 

Ic is in the Homily of Juſtification, and it is tham 
inſerted as a ſpecial ground of che Comfortableneſs of 
that wholſom Doctrine ; we will therefore conſult 
the 1 ath Article, which refers to this Homily, and 
fee how far thoſe, who ſubſcribe to this Article da 
thereby Aſlent unto the matter of this Homily. | 

pod 11. © We are accounted Righteous before 
« God, only for the Merit of our Lord arid Saviour 
« Jeſiis Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own works,; 
or delervings.- Wherefore, that we are juſtified by Faith 
only," is a moſt WHOLESOM Doftrme, and VERY 
FULL OF COMFORT, 'as more LARGELY s .. 
EXPRESSED #1 the Humily of Juſtification. - 
- This Doctrineis a moſt wholelom Dottrine, and * 
VERY FULL OF.COMFORT. Bur in what re- 
x" ſo-comfortable, . what are the grounds there+: 


we we-may know in what relpe*; & on what 
grounds, we are by the Article direfted to the Has: 


mily, 


L 39 J- 


maily, where ic is thus more-largelyexpreſled ; © Far 
* the more full under ſtandang che; dame it 3s ;our paut 
«ro.remember how that allthe World being, wraps 
« bed in fin by breaking of the Law, God ſenthis 
© only Son,our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt into chisWosld; 
0. FULFILL, THE. LAW. FOR, US, :and-by 
* ſhedding of his moſt Precious Blood, to. make a 
« Sacrifice and ſatisfaction 1, or, ( as.it may. be cal- 
« led) amends to his. Father for ous ſias, to allwage 
&« his Wrath and Indignation, conceived againſt us 
*for the ſame : Inſomuch, chat Infants being, Bapti- 
bc zed,- and Dying im their Infancy, are by this Sacrifice 
© waſhed from their Sins,. brought to Gods Favour,, aud 
*© made his Children, and Inheritors of - bis Kingdom of 
* Heaven. 

Here chen is the 4rticle, and a part of the AImilys 
the Article holds, that, the Dotrine of Juſtification 
is very full of comfort, -as expreſſed more largely inthe 
Holy : The Homily tells ns, that for the more full 191+ 
derſtanding hereof we muſt remembex how Chriſt has 
fulfilled the Law for us, made himfelf a Sacrifice, 
inſomuch that Baptized Infants Dying in their Infutcy, 
Jhall by Chriſts Blood be waſhed from their Sins and javed. 
Now this isa very great ground of joy, and hereby 
the Do&rine of Juſtification is become the moxe a- 
bundantly comfortable ; and by ſubſcribing ta this 


Article 


« - - 


db, 


%. 


*T3z 1 
Artide-chus worded, wealſo ſubſcribe unto this Hb- 
on ing Schweracgany $row em 
the re Hear qo; an Explanation of the 
Artide i ormer, we ſubſcribe to- 
che Dodtine yy. ov lacter. In ſubſcribing 
rothe Article we ſubſcribe to every Doctrine in this 
Homily, thac ſors forth the comfortableneſs of Jufti: 
ficationthrough fus/Chriſts Merits by Faich alone! 
and herein omily ſhew the comforrable- 
neſs of this Doftrine'by afluring us that all our Chilz 
dren-thathave been Baptized, Dying in their ri! 
cy, arcfaved :©$6- that this Reverend N. Confe 

ing Brother ſubſcribing ro-this parc of the x 12h. Arti 


condemns our Clergy.--- | ; 
- Have infiſted this long 6 theſubſeripeigns'of ou 
Difſenting Brethren,thar whilſt we preſent oft fium- 
ble fa pplcations'te- ths Comnveation foe REBES! 
they may ſee hat there is no reaſon' for che Mis 
eonrhing dowihth our ſubſcriptions. * 711] 71955: 08 
Thar our Clergy, notwirhftanding: their Wain 
mous ſubſcribing the' fame Articles, have different 


e this may be without filling 


ous s Guile of Equivocation AMER] Rel 


cloſes with the very Doctrine tor which he-ſo and | 


hes about ther, is not' denied by by ay RS | 
tind of 


cleared by the diſtin&tion there is between Articles... 
os © v\ _ ot 4 34 


